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A. COURSE OBJECTIVES (The objectives are formulated in terms of professional skills):
The general objective of | @ Acquisition of theoretical and practical knowledge about the
the discipline Syriac manuscript heritage.

Specific objectives e Understanding the significance of manuscripts and ancient texts
in preserving the traditions and cultural identity of Syrian
communities, as well as their role in the transmission of science
and knowledge.

e Gaining familiarity with centers and collections of Syriac
manuscripts in both the Middle East and the West, through the
study of catalogs, bibliographies, and specialized research.

e Acquiring knowledge of the techniques used in the production,
preservation, and analysis of Syriac manuscripts, with a focus
on the methodologies of codicology and paleography.

B. TERMS (where applicable)
of the course °

C. Specific Competencies Acquired (referring to the competencies developed through the
study program to which this discipline belongs)

Professional skills e Ability to understand the cultural context of the monastic
centers in the Middle East, where Syriac manuscripts were
produced and preserved.

o Enhanced capacity to comprehend the processes involved in
the production and conservation of ancient texts, which hold
major significance for the history of Christianity.

o Competence in conducting comparative analyses of Oriental
manuscripts, paying particular attention to their unique
characteristics such as script, ornamentation, illuminated
manuscripts.

e A thoughtful approach to both the material and immaterial
aspects of religious heritage, with a focus on the need for its
preservation and transmission to future generations.

o Proficiency in resolving various challenges through dialogue,
consensus, and tolerance, informed by historical examples
identified in specialized literature.




 Ability to critically interpret research findings and effectively
communicate them to a broader audience.

o Capacity for the rapid assimilation and accurate evaluation of
new concepts and information.

o Skill in formulating hypotheses and identifying alternative
solutions, while demonstrating their relevance.

Transversal skills e Teamwork skills

e Proficiency in language and communication

e Commitment to the respect, development, and promotion of
professional values and ethics

e Adaptability to new technologies and a focus on professional
and personal growth through continuous learning

D. CONTENT OF THE COURSE

a) Course
Chapter Content No.
hours

1. Introduction to the Study of Syriac Manuscripts: Categories of | 2
Codices

2. Manuscript Centers in the Middle East: Turkey, Lebanon, Israel, | 2
Syria, and Iraq. The Significance of Manuscripts in Society

3. The History of the Establishment of Syriac Manuscript | 2
Collections in the West

4. Production, Copying, and Preservation Techniques of Syriac | 2
Manuscripts: Internal Features and Cultural Context

5. Digitization: A Tool for Preserving, Valorizing, and |2
Disseminating Syriac Manuscripts

\ Total hours 10

E. EVALUATION (The methods and forms of evaluation, along with their respective
weightings in determining the final grade, are specified. Minimum performance
standards are outlined in relation to the competencies defined in section A: Objectives

of the Discipline)
Type of activity Assessment criteria Methods of | Weight of the
assessment final grade
Course e Acquisition of knowledge Verification 100 %
gained from the course. by:

e Accuracy and quality in
addressing examination topics. | -Oral exam

e Proficiency in analysis and
synthesis.

e Creativity and originality: the
ability to comprehend and
articulate transversal themes
and their potential connections
to the doctoral subject.




The results of the subject evaluation are categorized into the following qualifications: “Very
Good,” “Good,” “Satisfactory,” and “Unsatisfactory.” The grades of “Very Good,” “Good,”
and “Satisfactory” enable the doctoral student to earn credits.

F. METHODOLOGICAL REMARKS
Integration of lectures with interactive dialogue, utilization of contemporary teaching aids such as
PowerPoint, and provision of comprehensive course support

G. ALIGNMENT OF THE COURSE CONTENT WITH THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE
EPISTEMIC COMMUNITY, PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, AND KEY
EMPLOYERS IN THE RELEVANT FIELD

e This discipline offers a theoretical framework that emphasizes the significance of Syriac
Christian manuscript collections for understanding the history of religious communities
in the Middle East, as well as the diversity of beliefs and the transmission of knowledge
through these invaluable historical sources.

e Situated within the broader fields of historical sciences and cultural studies, this
discipline equips doctoral students with essential concepts to comprehend the processes
of production, preservation, and transmission of Syriac manuscripts, employing
contemporary methodologies.
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